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Caper Tigers win
first playoff
football game ever
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Veterans Day a time to reflect on service, sacrifice

By CRAIG D. SCHENCK
May Star and Wave

Veterans Day "means a lot
ta everyone in $o many differ-
according to John
Saltzman, quartermaster  of
VIW Post 386 in Cape “u)
“Patriotiam for our country, for
our loved ones hack

Observed annually on Nov. 11,
Veterans Day was initiated Nov.
11, 1918 to mark the end of hos-

s during World War 1.
he national holiday honors
veterans of the U.S. armed forc
es and coincides with holidays
in othier countries, ncluding Ar-
mistice Day emembrance
Day, both m whl:h also mark
the end of World War 1.

Veterans Day
Memorial Day, whis
cally honors those who have
died while serving their coun-
ry

Saltzman, a veteran of wars
in Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq
(2003), served as a door gunner
on a helicopter and was part of
the longest a nplubluus raid in

Corp

nere’s & of of different

xperiences,  especially gen-
erationally.” e said, listing
conflicts from World War 11
to Korea, Vietnam and others

We've all evalved along with

it. For some of us, it's passing

5

it down to our kids, vaising that
flag on Veterans Day and Me-
morial Day. Passing along those
values to the next generation is
just as important if not more im-

fort, the post
works with schoolchildren to
write essays for the Voice of De-
mocracy

“We take part in that, raising
scholarship money for local kids
furthering their education — we

do our part with the communi-
ty,” Saltzman said

The post also hosts residents
of the Vineland veterans home
for a luncheon "t let them know
that they're not forgotten.”

“We nt them to know their
es are appreciated and
not going to farget about

m,” he
Saltzman said they are cur-

See Veterans Day, Page A3

Cape May plans
to keep E-bikes
off its sidewalks

Proposed rules would require
riders to follow all traffic laws

By RACHEL SHUBIN
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY— As towns
in New Jersey continue to
Erapple with deluys at the

te level to regulate elec-
tric bicyeles, ape May
joins Lawer Township and

ducing an ordinance o
regulate the operation of
E-bikes and scooters.

On Oct. 21, solicitor
Chris Gillin-Schwartz said
City Council had previ-
ously discussed the state's
luck of pegulation regard-
ing E-

“Wed really like the
state to take a unified ap-
proach on this, and [wel
feached out to the Lower

they
cided [they] were going
to do something until the
Legislature ge v act
together on this issue,” he

In August, Lower Town-
ship passed a resolution

urging Gov. Phil Murphy
and the Legislature to en-
act regulations governing
the operation of e-bikes
and scooters on_public
streets and other areas to
provide for public safety.

ship pas
pmlnbmng the uae of E-
vehicles
d requir-
ing riders to comply with
:g ffic cantrol signals and

o Tower: Tuwnbl'up
did is, they basically put
these things on the same

State Legislature had not
acted quickly.

“Two things that stick
out to me is that they need
a license plate, just like

See Cape May, Page A2

West Cape May joins
neighbors proposing
electric-bicycle rules

By JULIA DIGERONIMO
For the Star and Wave

WEST CAPE  MAY
The borough has joined
its neighboring communi-
ties moving toward regu-
lation of electria bicyeies
and other vehicles
oard of Commis-
sioners introduced an or-
dinance Oct. 29 that would
establish regulations gov-
erning the oper; :mun of E-
bikes and scooter:

Mayor Caral Sabo said
Lower Township _intro-
duced the same ordinance
and shared it with Cape
May and Cape May Point
s0 the communities have
unifying language.

&

e
proise i Safety Advisory
Committee’s meeting in
October, when the original
ordinance was discussed.

The committee endorsed
Lower Township's ordi-
mance, and the borough's
new ordinance will mirror
the original

ape May introduced
the same regulations this
h,

t's the limit of what we

n do as 4 municipality
at_this point,”
“There are still some legis-
lation in the Assembly that
can get passed that would
further strengthen this is-
ste in terms of potentially
licensing electric bikes

e bill $2292 and

Assembly bill AS295 would
require registrati

sumer  Product Safety
Commission calculated

See West Cape, Page A2

Frank Scott/For the STAR AND WAVE
Hoot & Howl Nature Prowl|
The Nature Center of Cape May hosted some not-so-
spooky Halloween fun for the whole family Oct. 30 during
its Hoot & Howl Nature Prowd. Families dropped by for
sweet treats, live-animal encounters and spooky surprises.
The Trick-or-Treat Trail allowed little ghosts and ghouls to
prowl down a decorated trail to meet some nocturnal crit-
ters, learn about their lives and collect candy along the way.
The Animal Artifact Graveyard provided an opportunity for
participants to peek Into the past and explore real bones
and artifacts from local animals. Other activities included
pumpkin painting and children’s crafts and a math sheet-
ing station. Above, the Landis and Watsan families enjoy
the Trick-or-Treat Trail. Below, Kristal Stahler, right. of the
Nature Center, guldes Easton and Wren Drialo of Villas on
the Trick-or-Treat Trail. Top right, Texan Andrew Arm-
strong, who is stationed at the U.S, Coast Guard base in
Cape May, enjoys the event with his family. Bottom right,
the Polo family of Millville dressed for the occasion,
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Cape May

By RACHEL SHUBIN
Speacal to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT — Dep-
uty Mayor Elise Geiger said an
agreement has been reached
on the key terms of the police
shared service agreement with
Cape May.

“It represents a compromise
by bath parties, and most im-
portantly, establishes a clear
framework on hiow the fee is es-
tablished and caleulated in the
future,” Geiger said during the
Oct. 28 meeting, adding she had
many thanks for the staff, Chief
Finance Officer Jim Craft and
the advisory mnnmme Lum
pw_-d of Andy Rusnak, Peter

g i A
and John Auerach

Geiger added that the adviso-
ry group members made them-
selves available at a moment's
notice for questions, brainstorm-
ing, strategy sessions and feed-
back.

Point reach deal for shared police services

tverybody in Cape May Point
should thank them and 1 highly
recommend the use of our tal-
ented citizens in Cape ) \hy Point
for any of these thor
irems in the future, e'r said.
“It was really great to have them.”
The next step for the shared
service agreement will be con-
!ru( development and fine-tun-
ng.

“So, 1 will quate Yogi Berra, ‘It
ain't over n] it's over,"™ Genger
said.

Lead-based paint
inspectios

Borough Commission_int
duced an ordinance impleme;
ing the state requirements for
lead-based paint inspections for
properties with rentals of six
months or more.

Clerk Elaine Wallace said the
state law requiring property in-
spections also needed 1o be ad-
opted by the municipality.

Geiger asked whether the
gix-month, rental period could
be stated in the ord:mmce
licitor John Amenhau b
the ordinance would need to be
amende:

“I think by putting specific six
months in there, we da o
hamstri

aursclves i that does

e future,” Amen-
hauser said. “We could always
amend [it], as opposed fo just
lerting it stay.”

Wallace said the ordinance
would a{:ply to six homes. She
added that the rental permit
application asks whether the
homeawners have renters for six
months or more.

G have to answer
whether or not that person has
d, because it's every two
years unless you get a new ten-

ant,” Wallace “And
You have to have it

Geiger asked if the residents of
the six properties would be noti-
fied about the inspection. Wal-

o
=

lace said the borough notifies the
lead inspectors, who then notify
the prnpeny nwmw and set up
an appointment

Wal Iure '|a\d ‘the lead inspec-
tors are acting on behalf of the
borough, through an agreement
with Cape May.

House numbers

Geiger reminded  residents
that the enforcement of visible
house numbers will begin Nov.
1, with an expected compliance
date of Dec. 15.

Borough code requires owners
oroccupants of buildings to place
a number on the building so that
it is visible from the street and
10 less than 4 inches tall

“Legibility from the street is
key in safety and preservation of
property in case of an emergen-

" Geiger said. “Today we are
gmng to introduce amendments
lincluding] the house number
needs to be a minimum of 4 inch-

es, down from 5"
Other business

Mayor Anita VanHeeswyk said
the borough receives a dividend
from the Joint Insurance Fun
every year, and this year's check
was for Sl 913

ing it as a credit
against our Srit assessment,
50 it helps us reduce our cost for
tnauiabios, lie adid

Commissioner Suzanne Yung-
hans lemmded residents to be
mindful to recognize and protect
Public Works staff when their
equipment and trucks are on
side of the road.

“They're often on ladders or
wielding heavy equipment or
inyolved in taking down a risky
iree limb, and they need space,
Yunghans said. “To casure a safe
environment, if you see them,
ploase drive n - different way
around them so that they liave
the room to do their work safely.”

Cape May
Continued from Page Al

a moped, and the speed
limit,” Mullock said. “The
state really needs to take
quick action on the speed
limit and license plates. It

and the way manufactur-
ers are skirting those laws
in terms of licensing and
registration.”

he three classifications

60 mph,” Van Walsum
said. “1 want to make sure
that we have definitions
here that are going to cap-
ture what is actually out
there, which are bikes ca-
rlhle of doing sluml'u:anl-

intent to the E-bike users
that we're sevious, I would
encourage us to make sure
that when we do this, that
we're picking up the entire
market of these bikes.”

seems to me to have hipar- higher than 25 mph,” Penalties
tisan support.” assist up to 20 mph. Both Gillin-Schwartz said the
Resident Martin Van have motors that are less ordinance is intended to Reslderll Jim  Moffatt
Walsum de council that than 750 watts. Class 3 E- regulate  power-assisted said he concerned
on n in an  bikes can exceed 20 mph, bicycles about the fi k: for viola-
F h:ke w:cl:lenl. which have more than 750 watts  “Someone would have tors of the nl‘dmanc:
prompted him to do fur- and require registration to get really cute at the written, the ordi-
ther research and insurance. Riders municipal court level to nance states, “any indi-

e hiad a helmet on, or
i dalght ok bave, boks
with us," Van Walsum
said, “1 was appalied to
see this is at_a federal
level, these definitions of
class one and class two,

must be at least 15 years
old with a valid moped li-
cense.

“Tm concerned that
your definitions don't en-
compass those bicycles
that are capable of doing

it is complete. Shoul

BOROUGH OF CAPE MAY POINT
HYDRANT FLUSHING

November 10 and 11,2025

essential use before flushing and should
REFRAIN from doing laundry until after

of sediment or discolored water, run
cold water in your bath until clear.

d you notice signs

OF SZE UR MI]IIE

HE AREA'S LARGEST ]

say that the faster hike is
not a motorized bicycle,”

understand what Martin is
indicating, it’s almost too
specific because we can
JUSt say ir's power assist-
ed, and we already have
lhnse definitions in the

vidual who violates the
terms and provisions of
this article shall be sub-
ject to a fine of $100 for &
first offense and a fine of
$200 for a second and/or
-«msequam wviolation.”

d the ordinance
o agree  with  what
you're trying to do, with
the pen-
“Why

Addmmlally Gillin- one_exception:
Schwaru. sad there are alty,” Moflatt said.
n the code regu-  not put something in there
Iaung plwar -assistbioycles. - that says waring or if s
was hap- a habitual

pcmn(un l.uw:r‘luumhiy

offender, but
it just seems overly dra-
matic to me to say $100 for

and I understood that we
were following suit," Van first offense
Walsum saj i that

alot of this is to signal the

The water supply will not be interrupted, West Cape May
but flushing tends to stir up sediment, Contiritiéd o Pige-AT
Residents should draw water for that injuries related to

such devices increased by
22 percent from the prior
year. Between 2017 and
2022, children 14 years
and under accounted for
36 percent of those inju-
ries

a
statewide issue, causing
residents 1o advocate for
stricter regulations.

working with families who
have been affected by elec-
tric bike accidents.

SELECTION OF

NG & BOOTS.
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Mullock said he agreed,
but noted it was consistent

with all of the city's ordi-
nances.
Cape May Police D I'Je'—

partment Lt
alker said that, for s
first offense, officers

have discretion to issue a
warning.

“On subsequent offens-
es, if they choose to issue
a citation, that's where the
ﬁrqt offense would come
Walker said.
“And then another subse-
quent citation after that
would r the other
$200 fine,

have to_combat some of
the recklessness. Gillin-
Sehwartz said officers can

on & case-by-

would be very
valuable if we had some

issions about
things like enforcement,
Moffatt said. “In my opin-
ion, en ement of bicy-
cles still leaves a lot to be

sived.”

Moffatt added that edu-
cation for users could be a
component of community
inyolvement.

¢ Bod-

there are statutory limita-
tions on fine amounts but

there is some room within
hose limitations to work.
When talking about

fines, 1 think we want to
give our enforcement per-
sonnel something to sink

their teeth into in term:
of don’t violat Gillin-
Schwartz said. “1 think we

want our police to be able
1o say you have to fallow
um Sttt and there are

Wu.lli:r added that it
was another tool officers

Steve
nar said it was one of the
issues discussed on the
Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee, En-
forcement is one of

issues for its 2026 discus-

“I think it's important
for the public to hear as
well,” Bodnar s

forcement is important
ta everybody in the city
It's an issue that we hear,
and I know it'

it's an issue
that the police department
hears about on a regular
basis.”

“As a personal injury at-
torney, T have worked with
countless families in eata-
strophic E-bike accident
claims,” Laby said. “In
2019, New Jersey estab-
lished a separate category
or low-speed  E-bikes,
Class 1 and 2, allowing
hem to be treated like tra-
ditional bicycles, w
not require a license, reg-
istration or insurance "

Laby’s firm is closely

e
g

. GLK Law trial atorney monitoring the pending
Questionsor concerns - Avinoam Laby specializes legislation,

. in m al malpractice an “In 2024 and 2025, law-

call the Department of Public Works personal injury litigation, makers introduced Senate

at 609-884-1454. In recent years, he began bill $2292, which would re-

quire low-speed E-bikes to
be registered and insured,”
Laby said. “Other pending
or propused bills address
E .

i bat-
tery standards Cand thay:
ing safety. Pending and
ture legislation should
m:lud: clear, enforceable
tandards for teen
ndrn
Laby explained that
strong, uniform  product
safety standards (UL

bike systems could reduce
fire risks and mechanical
failures.

Tam Rath, owner of Cape
Island Bikes in Cape May,
brings a different perspec:
tive to the E-bike conver-
sation after 30 years in the
bicycle industry.

“It seems like all this
new legislation has gos
intentions, but they're pe-
nalizing the vast majority
who obe: lhe law,” Roth
said, “They're_not going
for the unsafe Brbike sell:
ers. If you want to stop it
from happening again,

stop it from haw it’s hap-

2

ing
Roth's bike shop sells
and rents electric bicy-
cles in addition to pedal-
powered m said
when buying from a st
that specializes in electric
bikes, consumers
they're receiving a safely
‘built and regulated bike.

“An Amazon E-bike is
built by an uncertified
persan without the proper
ools,” Roth said. “I'm very

ro-bike shop on this be-
cause bike shops will edu-
cate buyers on the rules
of the road, who needs a
helmet and what speeds
are allowed. None of this is
happening with the chan-
nels that are selling the E-
bikes."

Laby explained that
Amazon and other online
retailers are the most com-
mon source he sees for the
vehicles.

“Generally, teen rid-
ers often purchase their
E-bikes online through
Amazon or brand websites
due to their low prices and
fast delivery,” Laby said.
“Unfortunately,  recalled

v budget models are also
sold through these plat-

T

Rmh zxplmncd that lack
n plays a part
in h bike- mmd injuries.
e

going after the wrong chan-
nel The E-bike doesn’t kill
somebody; the people do
We're chasing the wrong
solution, and this is just
putting a Band-Aid on it."
Laby is prioritizing clos-
ing the gaps in New Jersey
legislation that are lead-
milar to
v explained that
rs need more
and  training
lht.‘y are receivi
‘Currently, New Jersey
does not require any state-
wide training or_licens-
ing for Class 1 or 2 E-bike
riders, even though these
Dikes travel faster and
weigh more than tradition-
al pedal bikes,” Lal d.
A Class 1 E-bike has ped-
al assist and can travel at
speed up 10 20 mph. Class
E-bikes have a throttle
and pedal assist up lo 20
mph. A Class 3 model has
pedal assist up to 28 mph
and throttle up to 20 m
Both Hoth and Laby
agree that there are safe
ways ta ride E-bikes
“Teens can safely ride
E-bikes by treating them
ike motorized  vehicles
and not toys," Laby said,

‘Teens should stick to Class

L ar 2 law-speed E-bikes

and avoid higher-spee
d-class vehicles.”

mg the urlDUrlunr knowl-
edge they need before
stepping on an E-bike un-
less they buy from a prop-
er source.

“Education on  wha
makes & safe E-bike isn’t
happening right now,”

Roth said. “I think they're

Similarly, Roth  ex-

plained that he is seeing

ople riding ua-
es.
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